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fortunately, on the alert and opened a smart fire which gave the alarm to thebesieged in the town the latter immediately sent out two guns to their support,, which, with those from the walls ; and from Futtygurh, were so well served, and did such execution, by a cross-fire., amongst the enemy, that when day broke, nearly 1,000 of them were killed and wounded. The assailants notwithstanding this loss, pushed boldly on till they advanced so close to the walls of Bhopal, as to be under cover from the cannon. At this crisis, Vizier Mahomed, with only 50 men, made a sally from the Jumarath gate, and the party of Vizier-gunj sallying from thence at the same time ; they made, conjointly, an attack upon the enemy with such desperate resolution and ardour, thai they forced them to retreat, with their numbers reduced from 3,000 to little more than 500. Vizier Mahomed lost on this occasion 60 or 70 of his best men, which, with other casualties, lessened his adherents to the small number of 200. But Ram Lai, one of the bravest of the leaders of his enemies, was so much dispirited and affected by the loss of so many men, that he would never venture upon another assault.
Grain was not now procurable in Bhopal, except such as was sold clandestinely by the besiegers; even that was little, and at the enhanced rate of 2 rupees per seer, whilst it continued to be sold in the Mahrattah camp at the